very year, a total of 7 million to 8 million accidents occur in the Federal Republic of Germany.
1 Actual calculations have assessed the number of severely injured patients (Injury Severity Score [ISS] Q 16) as ranging from 33,000 to 38,000 per year.
2Y4
Although the country is covered by numerous hospitals engaged in the treatment of severely injured patients, several studies have observed heterogeneity in the quality of care for severely injured patients.
4Y8
According to data from the Federal Bureau of Statistics, the rate of mortal traffic injuries varies widely among federal states. For example, the mortality rate after traffic accidents is 2.7% in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, which is high in contrast to the 1.1% mortality rate in North Rhine-Westphalia. In city-states such as Berlin, a rate of 0.5% has been found. Moreover, the data from the TraumaRegister DGU of the German Society for Trauma Surgery (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Unfallchirurgie [DGU]) have revealed significant differences among participating hospitals. 5, 8, 9 Two main factors might influence these findings. First, there are significant geographic and infrastructural variations among the trauma centers (TCs). In the federal states of Germany, the sizes of the care areas in hospitals differ greatly. The care area is nine times larger for a hospital in MecklenburgWestern Pomerania (4,634 km 2 ) than in North Rhine-Westphalia (541 km 2 ). 4 Second, the treatment concepts and equipment facilities in trauma hospitals vary significantly. A 2003 survey, performed in 51 hospitals participating in the TraumaRegister DGU, revealed that 14% of the hospitals lacked radiographic diagnostics and that 23% lacked sonographic diagnostics in the emergency department.
10 Biewener et al. 7 analyzed the quality of trauma care relative to the level of the designated hospital in the federal state of Saxony. Patients treated in community hospitals showed a significantly higher mortality rate after severe trauma. Nonetheless, variations in the quality of care influencing mortality after severe trauma were also found among university TCs. 5, 6 To establish optimal nationwide standards for trauma care in all German hospitals involved in the treatment of severely injured patients, the TraumaNetwork DGU (TNW) was ORIGINAL ARTICLE 
